


What Does the Word ‘Pioneering’ Mean?

Being the first to find or do something, invent 
something or do something in a new way.

Answer



Rosa Parks
1913-2005

An American Civil Rights activist 
whose refusal to give up her seat
on bus to a white person made
a significant contribution to big
changes in American law.



Queen Victoria
1819-1901

One of Britain’s most successful queens
who reigned for sixty-four years at a 
time when the British Empire was one 
of the most powerful in the world. 
She personified Victorian values.



Emmeline Pankhurst
1858-1928

Political activist and one of the 
leaders of the British suffragette 
movement, which eventually 
won the right for women to vote.



Marie Curie
1867-1934

First woman to win a Nobel Prize. 
She was a Polish scientist who did 
pioneering work in radioactivity 
which, in turn, was instrumental 
in the development of x-rays.



Amelia Earhart
1897-1937

Pioneering American aviator and 
the first woman to fly solo across 
the Atlantic Ocean. She clocked 
up many more firsts in aviation 
but was lost during a 
round-the-world flight in 1937.



Junko Tabei
1939-2016

A Japanese mountaineer and 
the first woman to climb not 
only Mount Everest (in 1975), 
but the highest mountain in 
each of the seven continents.



Dame Ellen MacArthur
1976-

A successful long-distance yachtswoman. 
After winning several top races, in 2005, 
she became the fastest person (not only the 
fastest woman) to sail single-handedly 
around the globe.



Queen Elizabeth II
1926-

Officially Britain’s longest-serving 
monarch. By 2017, she had seen 
65 years on the throne, 13 British 
prime ministers and 11 US presidents. 



Why do you think we need to think 
about pioneering women?



We have only talked about eight women 
today and there are many, many more.

Can you suggest any more 
pioneering women?



Time for Reflection:

Has anything today made you 
think differently about what 

women can achieve?




