
Constance Markievicz
 1868-1927
Constance Markievicz was born in Co. Sligo 
in 1868. She spent a lot of her childhood 
in Dublin and London. She studied in London 
and became interested in politics. She returned 
to Dublin in the early 1900s. It was there that 
she joined a number of national movements. 
She joined the political party Sinn Féin, a party 
which fought for Irish freedom.
During the 1916 Rising, Constance was at the 
centre of the fighting in St. Stephen’s Green. She was 
second in command, fending off the opposition for 
six days. After the rising, Constance was arrested 
and sentenced to be executed. The public was 
outraged that a woman had been sentenced 
to death. As a result, her sentence was 
changed to life imprisonment. She was 
released one year later. 
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Kathleen Lynn
1874-1955 

Kathleen Lynn was born in 1874. She graduated from 
the Royal University of Ireland in 1899 as a doctor. 
After her graduation, Kathleen became a suffragette, 
a labour activist and nationalist and she joined the 
Irish Citizen Army. 
During the 1916 Rising, Kathleen was the chief 
medical officer. Due to her involvement in the Rising, 

she was arrested and spent time in Kilmainham Gaol 
along with Constance Markievicz and other people who 

were involved in the Rising. 
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Rosie Hackett
1892-1976

Rosie Hackett was born in 1892. She was the 
founder of the Irish Women’s Workers Union. She 
was a big supporter of the national movement 
and the 1916 Rising. Rosie became involved with 
the Irish Citizen Army and the leaders of the 
nationalist movement. She was a trusted member 
who completed tasks and delivered secret messages. 
During the Rising, some leaders were having 
difficulty printing the 1916 Proclamation. Rosie 

saved the day and managed to get the Proclamation 
printed. She was the only woman ever allowed in the 

printing room. She even handed the Proclamation to James 
Connolly, with the ink still wet.
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Delia Larkin
1878-1949 
Delia Larkin was born in Liverpool in 
1878. Throughout her life, she was greatly 
influenced by her brother, James Larkin. 
Delia Larkin first became involved in the 
Irish trade union movement in 1911. 
When her brother, James, travelled to England 
to seek support, Delia took charge in Liberty 
Hall, Dublin. She made sure that union members 
and their families were fed during the lockout. 
Delia left Ireland before the 1916 Rising to work as a 
nurse in England. 
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Elizabeth O’Farrell
1884-1957
Elizabeth O’Farrell was born in Dublin in 1884. 
She was a midwife in Dublin and a member of 
Cumann na mBan. Elizabeth was a very trusted 
woman and she acted as a courier before and 
during the 1916 Rising. 
During the Rising, Elizabeth was in the GPO. 
She played a key role in the surrender, 
as she delivered the message to both 
the Irish Volunteer Leaders and the 
British. On Saturday 29th April, she 
accompanied Pádraig Pearse when 
he surrendered to the British General 
William Lowe.  
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Julia Grenan
1884-1972
Julia Grenan was born in 1884. She was a 
good friend of Elizabeth O’Farrell. During 
the Rising, she too worked in the GPO as a 
courier and a nurse. She made deliveries of 
ammunition from the GPO to the College 
of Surgeons. Julia showed great bravery, 
caring for the wounded and refusing to leave 
the GPO during the evacuation. Julia retreated 
only when the leaders retreated themselves.
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Mary Robinson
1944-present

Mary Robinson, the first female president of Ireland, 
was born in Ballina, County Mayo, in 1944. Mary 

was a very popular Irish president, serving 
from 1990 to 1997. Four months before the 

end of her time as president, she resigned in order 
to take up another important and inspiring job 

as the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. 
She worked in this position until 2002. Mary felt 
passionate about how people were treated and 

believed everyone had the right to be treated fairly. 
Mary continues to work with world leaders on 
humanitarian, environmental and political issues. 
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Mary McAleese
1951-present
Mary McAleese was born in 1951. She was 
the second woman to become the president of 
Ireland, serving from 1997 to 2011. She was 
first elected by the country in 1997. She was 
then re-elected in 2004. Mary was ranked 55th 
most powerful woman in the world in 2006. 
This list was compiled by Forbes, a global media 
company. The company have a particular focus on 
business, investing, technology, entrepreneurship 
and leadership. 
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Sonia O’Sullivan
1969-present 
One of Ireland’s most famous sports stars, Sonia 
O’Sullivan won numerous medals at world athletics 
events. Sonia’s success in sport happened in the 1990s. 
She won medals in the Olympic Games, World 
Championships and European Championships to 
name a few. Over her career she won eight gold, 
six silver and two bronze medals. Sonia holds the 
world record for the 2000 metre race at 5 minutes, 
25.36 seconds. Sonia also holds seven national records 
for various distances. Sonia retired in 2007 and now works 
as a commentator with RTÉ Sport for high-profile events. 
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Ettie Steinberg
1914-1942

Ettie Steinberg and her son were Ireland’s only Holocaust 
victims. She was born in the Czech Republic, which was 
known as Czechoslovakia at the time. Her parents and six 
siblings moved to Ireland in the early 1920s when she 

was a young child and they settled in Dublin. In 1937, 
she married a Belgian man named Vogtjeck Gluck and they 

moved to Antwerp in Belgium. They had one son, Leon. When the 
Second World War began, the family were forced to relocate for their 

own safety. After a number of moves, the family travelled to Toulouse in 
France. They were arrested there while they waited for Irish passports. 

Tragically, the passports arrived the day after they were arrested. 
When arrested, the family were forced onto an overcrowded train 

where Ettie wrote a secret coded Hebrew message to her Irish 
family, explaining what had happened to them. She threw 
this message out the window. A stranger found her note 
and posted it. When her family received it, they searched 

for her but it was too late. Ettie and her family had 
been taken to Auschwitz where they were killed.
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Christina Noble
1944-present
Christina Noble was born in 1944 in Dublin. She grew up in 
the Dublin slums. When Christina was only ten years old, 
her mother died, resulting in all the children in the family 
being separated. She was sent to an orphanage in the west 
of Ireland. When she was older, she moved to England, where 
she married and had three children of her own. Sometime 
later, she began to have vivid dreams of children in Vietnam 
calling for her to help them. She then went on to set 
up the Christina Noble Children’s Foundation. In 
1989, she travelled to Vietnam to help bring 
relief to families affected by poverty. She 
later expanded her compassionate work 
to Mongolia. 
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Katie Taylor
1986-present
Katie Taylor was born on the 2nd July 1986. She 
is an Irish athlete who competes in lightweight 
boxing. At the young age of 12, Katie’s father 
began to coach her. Katie has achieved many 
victories throughout her career and represented 
Ireland at many world events. She won a 
gold medal at the London Olympics in 2012. 
Katie won four gold medals at the World 
Amateur Championships. She also won 
five gold medals at the European Amateur 
Championships. Katie currently holds the 
world title for lightweight boxing.
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